
Evaluation Edge | Partnering for Impact May 2023

From the Director 

Partners and Colleagues, 

The Evaluation Center continues to build on the foundation we have nurtured over the years 
and continue to push new ideas and opportunities into focus. Our entire team has done 
great thinking and is moving towards action as a result of the strategic planning process we 
have undergone since last summer. 

One of the key outputs of our team’s planning and discussions are an updated mission and 
vision for our Center. As we expand strategies and partnerships, these will be our north star. 
Our new mission and vision reflect our commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion as a 
core value and are in alignment with our Center’s desire to further advance social, 
economic, health, and racial justice through evaluation. 

With our vision and mission guiding our work, we will continue to support our partners by: 
 

Providing evaluation planning and 
implementation services that are 
partner-driven and culturally responsive - 
through identifying evaluation 
approaches, developing and implementing 
data collection and analysis tools, 
analyzing data, and communicating data 
stories. 

Facilitating learning opportunities for 
people and organizations, including 
identifying new approaches for delivering 
these. 

Prioritizing practices and 
partnerships that lead to the 
development of useful data and evaluation 
products. These will help our partners 
make data-informed decisions and tell the 
story of the impact of their programs, 
policies, and change efforts. 

In partnership, 

Nikole Lobb Dougherty 
Director of the Brown School Evaluation Center 

Upcoming Events 

July 14, 2023 
Leveraging the Power of 
Excel for Your Program’s 
Data and Reporting Needs 

The Evaluation Association 
of St. Louis offers monthly 
evaluation workshops/ 
events. Check out 
their website for upcoming 
events. 

May 23, 2023 
Evaluation Leaders Series: 
Donna Mertens 

The Evaluation Leaders 
Series features former 
American Evaluation 
Association presidents who 
will speak to their 
experience as leaders and 
practitioners in the field of 
evaluation. 

Evaluation Center Staff enjoyed the Counterpublic 2023 opening 
at CITYPARK 

Evaluation planning with Counterpublic 2023 

The Evaluation Center partnered with Counterpublic to 
develop an evaluation plan for their 2023 civic exhibition. 
Counterpublic aims to use contemporary art as an inclusive 
platform that expands social, political, and civic horizons in 
the St. Louis region and beyond. Held every three years, the 
second edition of the civic exhibition will run from April 15 to 
July 15, 2023. 
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Counterpublic 2023 will feature an exhibition along 
Jefferson Avenue, charting the city from the Southern 
Riverfront, through the Brickline Greenway at Market 
Street, to St. Louis Avenue in North St. Louis. The resulting 
exhibition features dozens of artists, collectives, and 
community organizers working together to make and 
present works in St. Louis. Activities will include free art 
installations, performances, screenings, and 
conversations that engage the city’s histories and imagine 
new futures. 

The Center has enjoyed working with Counterpublic to 
identify how to evaluate the economic and cultural 
impacts of their civic exhibition on the St. Louis region. We 
look forward to continuing our partnership by 
implementing the evaluation process and producing a 
final report after the exhibition concludes. 

Staff Spotlights 

Meet Rachel Barth, 
Evaluation Manager 

What do you do to stay 
organized? 

I end each week by 
planning out when I’ll work 
on each of my tasks for the 
following week, adding 
cushions for tasks that take 
longer than expected and 
building in time for new 
tasks that may pop up. 

With the return of warmer 
weather, what are you 
most looking forward to? 

Building a fence around my 
garden so that I don’t have 
to share with the wildlife 
who like to visit my yard. 

Do you volunteer 
anywhere? 

I’m currently in search of 
somewhere to volunteer 
that would be a good fit for 
my kids as well (ages 4-10). 
Reach out if you have any 
suggestions! 

What other languages do 
you know? 

Haitian Creole. 

What would the perfect 
weekend look like? 

Morning coffee with a book, 
one day to play (preferably 
hiking with the family) and 
one day to create 
something with my hands 
(building/yard 
work/baking), dinner grilled 
at home, and a camp fire. 

 The SoulFisher Ministries’ AGAPE program serves justice-
involved persons by providing them with a holistic menu of 
wraparound reentry service including case management, 
housing, and career readiness services. TSM is gearing up to 
start implementation for two newly awarded grants. The 
Evaluation Center facilitated a logic model session with TSM 
staff and worked together to fine tune evaluation questions 
and plan data collection methods. We also collaborated with 
TSM to update a process flow chart that shows how a 
participant progresses through the program. This serves as a 
valuable tool to support a shared understanding of program 
structure between key stakeholders, including TSM staff, the 
Evaluation Center, and TSM’s funders. Next, we’ll work with 
TSM to identify and set up a web-based data storage solution 
to manage evaluation data for their two new grants. 

 The Evaluation Center collaborated with the Alberti 
Program: Architecture for Young People at the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts. As part of their ongoing 
evaluation efforts, the Evaluation Center developed and 
administered an alumni survey to 100 Alberti alumni. In 
addition, the Center crafted data analysis plans to guide 
analysis for survey data and participant characteristics. This 
will help the Alberti Program to gain valuable insights into its 
impact. The Evaluation Center also provides coaching and 
training on data analysis and dissemination, ensuring that 
the findings are utilized effectively to inform program 
improvements and showcase the program's successes. 

The Evaluation Center is looking forward to working with our 
new partners: 

 The Center is partnering with WEPOWER to understand 
the experience of people who participate in their leadership 
and political empowerment programs. Developing and 
analyzing numerous program participant surveys, the Center 
is helping WEPOWER gauge satisfaction with programming, 
identify areas for improvement, and measure WEPOWER's 
progress towards its goals of increasing wealth, access to 
quality education, and organized people power of Black and 
Latinx households in historically under-
resourced communities. 
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